23-26 June 2025 at the
University of Mpumalanga

“Colonial Legacies, Postcolonial Realities: South Africa, 30 Years Later.”

This conference commemorates South Africa’s 30 years of democracy by critically examining the enduring impacts of
colonialism and apartheid on the nation’s socio-economic, political, and cultural landscape. The conference theme invites a
reflective interrogation of how historical injustices continue to shape contemporary realities, from structural inequalities and
policy implementation to identity formation and cultural expressions. The event will bring together sociologists, scholars,
policymakers, activists, and community leaders to discuss the successes, shortcomings, and possibilities for transformative
change in post-apartheid South Africa.

The colonial and national questions have engaged many South African intellectuals and activists for decades. This involves
analysing South Africa in theoretical terms as a colonial or postcolonial society and exploring the relationships and tensions
between race, class, nationalism, ethnicity, and other collective identities, both locally and globally. More than 30 years after
the transition from apartheid to a non-racial democracy, these questions remain as relevant as ever despite the changing
political context.

This conference will explore various topics related to the conceptualization of South Africa in colonial terms. Not in the sense
of direct foreign domination, but in a broader context of grappling with the historical legacies of European rule (including
areas such as the distribution of wealth and poverty, land ownership, education, settlement patterns, access to technology
and skills, and more). We invite papers that explore the intersections of history, identity, governance, and development in
South Africa's journey over the past three decades. Contributions may address issues such as nationalism, ethnicity and
other collective identities, decolonisation and the Africanisation of knowledge systems, post-apartheid socio-economic
transformations, land reform, cultural resistance, migration, climate change, labour dynamics, healthcare systems, social
progress, gender equity, and the challenges of reconciliation and nation-building. Submissions that offer comparative
perspectives with other postcolonial contexts are also welcome. Submissions are encouraged in these themes or others
organized in our SASA working groups.

The conference will invite discussions around the meanings and implications of these conditions, both for theory and for our
understanding of social processes and institutions in today’s South Africa. The conference will focus on the following sub-themes:

The social construction of nationalism, ethnicity, and collective identities

Decolonisation and the reconfiguration of African knowledge systems

Social stratification and economic transformation in the post-apartheid era

Gender relations, social movements, and the dynamics of reconciliation

Migration, transnationalism, and social integration

Labour and the changing nature of work in South Africa

Abstracts of no more than 300 words should be submitted by 20 April 2025

For submission details and further information, please send email to sasa2025conference@ump.ac.za
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